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2 | Atis very hard to explain, it is very strange, but paradoxically,

Je the hurban Beit ha-Mikdash was actually an act of mercy for
s TN vy °’6‘§ the Jew. Many people, Gedolei Yisrael, said, “Do not destroy the

Keneset Yisrael. If You want to destroy, destroy the Beit ha- |
Mikdash instead.” And Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu listened to them.

( The Beit ha-Mikdash was destroyed, but not the people. It is a

strange explanation, but it is in Hazal,

That is also what Hazal (Ex. Rabbah 51:5, end) say on the
verse “These are the reckonings of the tabernacle (Eleh pekudei
ha-Mishkan)” (Ex. 38:21): “Do not read it Mishkan, but
mashkon, a collateral or pawn.” If Yisrael sins, why should the
Mishkan be destroyed? The Mishkan or Beit ha-Mikdash was

not involved in sinning! The Beit ha

-Mikdash was not responsi-

ble for anything, and so it should not have suffered.
Furthermore, even if it was destroyed, why was it necessary to
(¢ humiliate the abode of God and profane it in such a manner ag
did Titus, who “seized a harlot in his hand, and entered the
chamber of the Holy of Holies” (Gittin 56b)? Destruction is one
thing, but why so abuse the Beit ha-Mibdech ac +n allow, mee..
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( _l'he answer 18 because the sin was very severe, and it was
the nation that really deserved to be exterminated. The Beit ha-
Mikdash was the substitute, the sa'ir la-azazel (scapegoat), as it
were. The humiliation was terrible, because if the Beit ka-
Mikdash had not been humiliated in this manner, the people
would have died. It was important that it not only be destroyed
but be humiliated as well. The Mishkan is the mashkon, the

security, that Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu has from Yisrael.
Whenever they sin, the Mishkan or the Beit ha-Mikdash will be
taken away from them. The more severe the sin, and the more
A deserving Yisrael is of ruthless punishment, the greater the
hurban, the more the Beit ha-Mikdash will be not only
destroyed but humiliated, profaned, and contaminated.

Of course, it is more important for the people to survive than
the Beit ha-Mikdash. For all its extraordinary sanctity, the Beit

(G ha-Mikdash was just a piece of wood. One talmid hakham, one
scholar, is more important than five hundred Batei Mikdash.
One talmid hakham is more important than five azarot. The
Beit ha-Mikdash was destroyed, completely destroyed, but as
long as there is a people, there will again be a Beit ha-Mikdash.

o We know this from the simple fact that even today we still

« observe Tish‘ah be-Av and mourn for the Aurban. Had the peo-
ple been destroyed, there would be no Tish‘ah be-Av. Had the
people been destroyed, the situation would be hopeless. The fact
that we observe Tish‘ah be-Av today shows that the people are

14 alive and, as long as that is the case, and as long as Gedolei
Yisrael live, the Beit ha-Mikdash will be rebuilt.

The Gemara (Ta‘anit 29a) says that Titus went into the Beit
ha-Mikdash, set fire to it, and started destroying it late in the
afternoon of Tish‘ah be-Av, and the flames consumed the build-

_31‘ ing throughout the day of the tenth. In the morning of Tish‘ah
be-Av the Beit ha-Mikdash was still on its foundations. But in
the evening, by Minhah time, it began to burn. Throughout the
night and morning of Tish‘ah be-Av it had not yet been decided
whether to destroy the people or the Beit ha-Mikdash. For the
entire day of Tish‘ah be-Av, the middat ha-din apparently kept
on arguing that the hurban Beit ha-Mikdash was not enough:;
the people should be destroyed. That is what, yimak shemo,
Hitler wanted to do. Hitler burned batei midraskim too, but
that was not his main desire; he wanted to destroy the entire
people. Until late in the afternoon no one knew, not even the
angels, whether Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu was going to destroy

_His people or substitute the Beit ha-Mikdash for them.

But after Minhah, Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu finally decided to
take the mashkon. Finally, at Minhah time, in the late after-

{(__noon, Ha-Kadosh Barukh Hu rendered His decision that the Beit
ha-Mikdash would be destroyed but the Jewish people would
survive. The very moment that Titus took a torch and set fire to

_the Beit ha-Mikdash, Kelal Yisrael knew that Ha-Kadosh
Barukh Hu had chosen the substitute instead of them. They
knew that He had decided to take the building and spare the
people. The wood would burn, but the human soul would remain.
They knew that He was going to take the collateral or pawn
instead of bothering and torturing the real debtor. As a result,
Kinot are recited only in the morning. In the afternoon there are

\(¢) Kma“ Tl emdve C(‘W“é‘f/ ot o dwlchwﬁf(’j
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